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Public Secondary Schools
Bristol County Agricultural High School
City on a Hill Charter School*
Dartmouth High School
Fairhaven High School
Greater New Bedford Regional   
 Vocational-Technical High School
JobCorps: Chicopee Campus
New Bedford High School**
Old Rochester Regional High School
Taunton High School
Westport High School

Independent Secondary Schools
Bishop Stang High School
Dana Hall School
Eagle Rock School
Falmouth Academy
The Hotchkiss School
Lincoln School
Loomis Chaffee School
Marianapolis Preparatory School
Masters Regional Academy*
Milton Academy
Noble and Greenough School
Phillips Academy Andover
Providence Country Day School
Rosary High School
St. Andrew’s School
St. George’s School
Tabor Academy
Westover School
The Wheeler School

Colleges and Universities
Amherst College
Barry University
Bates College
Bennington College
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Bridgewater State University
Bristol Community College
Brown University
Bunker Hill Community College
California State University, Fullerton
Cape Cod Community College
Clark University
Curry College
Dean College
Emmanuel College
Endicott College 
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fisher College
Framingham State University
Franciscan University of Steubenville 
Lasell University
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and  
 Health Sciences
Mt. Ida College*
New England Institute of Technology
Nichols College
Northeastern University
Pennsylvania State University
Pomona College 
Roger Williams University
Ross University
Salem State University
Salve Regina University
Spelman College

Stonehill College
Suffolk University
UMass Amherst
UMass Boston
UMass Dartmouth
University of New Hampshire
University of Pittsburgh
University of Southern California
University of Tampa 
Wagner College
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Yale University 

*  Now closed
** Includes the Academy of Honors at  
 New Bedford High School 

OSS is now in its 15th year, and it’s fascinating to 
think back to the world as it was in 2008. The global 
financial crisis and Barack Obama’s election were the 
most memorable events, but other milestones may 
better mark time. For example, the show Breaking Bad 
premiered that year. Lady Gaga’s debut album came 
out. George Carlin, Paul Newman, and Eartha Kitt died. 
Michael Phelps, Usain Bolt, and Danica Patrick broke 
records. WALL-E was a summer hit. Google launched 
the first Android device. And the pioneer OSS
graduating class was born. 

Alison Coolidge Boreiko, an OSS 

trustee for more than a decade, 

has spent much of that time serv-

ing as the board’s co-president. 

With the 2022-23 school year, 

Alison turns over that role to 

long-time educator and former 

Dartmouth High School principal, 

Kerry Lynch. Alison, who remains 

on the board, has been a talent-

ed and tireless worker on the 

School’s behalf since its earliest 

days. The OSS board, staff, and 

community appreciate and thank 

Alison for her countless, and 

continuing, contributions to the  

School’s success.

Class of 2011 - Class of 2022

OSS is now a fixture in our community. Folks easily recognize our students and their sky-blue knit shirts. They see 
the confident smiles, kindness, and determination. They’re moved by the girls’ artistry and achievements. They hear 
about the paths our graduates (163 and counting) are carving with passion and purpose. 

School visitors and volunteers regularly tell us how they wish they’d attended a school like OSS. “Magic” is the 
word they often use, and we always smile and nod when they do. It is magic, though not in a “waving the wand” 
type of way. It’s more like the magic of a symphony, where the natural talent, hard work, and extreme focus of many 
individuals are aligned and united, creating – or perhaps unleashing – something amazing. 

In this annual report, we take a look at one of the core principles upon which OSS was founded – the benefit and 
impact of an all-girls education, and how it unleashes power and potential, one student at a time.

As always, we thank you deeply for making this important work possible.

Sincerely,

Sarah Herman   Alison Coolidge Boreiko  Martha Sullivan
Head of School   Co-president    Co-president

Board of Trustees   Board of Trustees
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Left to right: Alison Coolidge Boreiko, Sarah Herman,  Martha Sullivan



There’s a fascinating debate among scientists about differences in male and female 
brains. While most accept that certain skills, learning styles, and traits often cluster 
by gender, they disagree on the relative contributions of nature and nurture. Similarly, 
there’s debate over gender-segregated education. Studies show that girls and boys 
can better focus on academics without co-ed distraction. They are also shown to 
benefit from more interaction with same-sex role models and less exposure to 
gender stereotypes. However, some advocates worry that gender-segregation dodges 
educational equity rather than tackles it. 

These are fair questions that deserve to be answered. Until they are, however, we’re 
left with the facts of our current reality: single-sex schools offer profound advantages, 
especially to girls. 
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The Power of an All-Girls Education

The Freedom to Learn

“It’s a privilege to be in a school that 
cares so much about uplifting young 
women…I get to dream big and 
dream alongside my students, so not 
only do I get to work to uplift girls, I 
get to do it in a way that allows them 
to take space and honor themselves.”

Ms. Eugenio, Creativity Director, 
Art & STEAM Instructor

“OSS has made me more confident…
not just personally but academically 
too…I’m comfortable in my own self 
and in my own feelings, like honoring 
my own emotions.”

Allison ’23 

“It definitely gave me more 
confidence in myself because of all 
the girls around me, they show me 
what I’m actually capable of…”

Amari ’25

In the fall of 2021, after the Taliban 
reclaimed control of Afghanistan, only 
boys were allowed to return to school. At 
the same time, girls at OSS settled into 
their new school year. Our seventh- and 
eighth-grade humanities students studied 
immigration and refugees, including the 
events in Afghanistan. When they learned 
that five Afghani refugee families planned 
to resettle in our area, the students 
sent welcome cards via local support 
organizations.

At one of those organizations, OSS 
was already top of mind. When Helena 
DaSilva Hughes, president of the 
Immigrants’ Assistance Center, met 
15-year-old Hasiba and her Afghani 
family, she immediately thought of Our 
Sisters’ School. Few might have made a 
connection between OSS and a non-
English-speaking high-school student. Yet 
for Helena, one of the School’s founding 
trustees, it couldn’t have been more 
obvious. “I knew how great it would be for 
her to have the unique support that OSS 
provides. And, culturally, I knew her family 
would embrace the idea of an all-girls 
school.” Helena suggested we host Hasiba 
for the rest of the school year, helping her 
acclimate before her transition to public 
school. Knowing we could provide Hasiba 
a safe, supportive experience and benefit 
our students as well, we agreed.

In January, we welcomed Hasiba with 
a beautiful orientation crafted by our 
teachers and students. They created 
instructional materials to help her learn 
and always made sure she was included 
during lunch and free times. A student 
family assisted with transportation and 
OSS volunteers Gale Schultz and Pam 
Cole leveraged translation apps, 
puzzles, and games to successfully 
connect and instruct. 

Just a month later, Hasiba’s family 
decided to move to a larger Islamic 
community in California. Although her 
final day at OSS was emotional, Hasiba’s 
time with us was enlightening and 
uplifting for all. Before she left, Hasiba 
captured her thoughts on paper in her 
native language. Translated, it reads in 
part: “A teacher is a light on the path of 
every student. With you, I have learned 
how to thrive. Without you, I would never 
be doing all that I am now able to do. I 
will always be thankful.” 

We, too, are thankful to have known 
Hasiba. We were inspired by her 
positivity, resilience, love of learning, 
and her unique appreciation for 
girls’ education.

“OSS has taught me that mistakes are ok, asking for help is ok and you 
should be proud to seek help…Realizing that you aren’t right teaches 

you a lot about yourself and what your needs are as a person.” 

Adrianna ’22

Hasiba and Ms. Wohl, Academic Dean



Self-Confidence vs. Self-Consciousness 
Compared to their co-educated peers, graduates of 
all-girls schools are more likely to perform better aca-
demically, have stronger study habits, and score higher 
on measures of academic habits of mind. They’re more 
likely to show interest in pursuing math, science or tech-
nology, have higher levels of science self-confidence, 
and consider themselves critical thinkers. Girls’ school 
graduates are also more likely to demonstrate civic 
engagement and involvement in political activities.

“When girls have a safe, stimulating environment – 
especially one that’s curated to support them – they can 
more fully focus, learn, and grow,” explains OSS Head of 
School Sarah Herman.  

At OSS, that curation begins before classes even 
start. New students attend a Community Core Days 
retreat where they get to know each other, practice 
working and learning together, and explore the School’s 
core values and social-emotional learning curriculum. 
“Academic achievement can’t 
be separated from motivation 
and resilience,” Ms. Herman 
says. “And success requires 
teamwork, leadership, and 
planning. Our students develop 
these skills right alongside their 
academics.”

Those who know OSS know 
how deeply we embed social 
emotional learning in everything 
we do. They also know how 
much our graduates appreciate 
and rely on these skills. Yet not 
everyone knows that middle 
school is a critical time to 
develop these competencies.   

The Precipice of Change  
Studies have shown that puberty, like infancy, is a 
period of unusually high brain plasticity. During this 
time, our experiences shape our unique cortical 
circuitry in ways that will last a lifetime. Puberty is also 
the time when our emotional, sensation-seeking, and 
peer-influenced limbic system kicks into high gear. It fills 
us with conflict, urging us to become something new 
while still fitting in; compelling us to re-imagine who 
we are and will become. Yet this happens more than a 
decade before we acquire the judgment and impulse 
control of a mature prefrontal cortex. This timing 
mismatch may be nature’s way of helping us fully adapt 
to our surroundings. 

“It’s a time of promise and peril,” Ms. Herman says, 
“It’s why we want girls to be in a safe, supportive space, 
belong to an inspiring, encouraging community, and 
be focused on learning how to make their way in
this world.” 

Students’ days at OSS are filled with experiences 
intentionally designed to fulfill their need to explore, 
experiment, partner, and grow – all in the context of 
academic and personal challenge. These experiences 
impart and reinforce the mindsets, skills, habits, and 
tools that will help girls lead healthy, positive, 
self-defined lives.  

“My journey at OSS was like a marathon. 
You know it’ll be long, but then you show up and 

you’re like ‘Oh, this is harder than I thought!’ 
Now I’m finishing the final sprint, and as a prize I 

am handed…myself. The version I wanted to be all 
along. OSS is like a gem-making machine…

and I’m coming out like a diamond!”   

Anyis Mendes ’22

The Proof of the Pudding  
Recently, during the recording of a student podcast, 
several OSS students discussed what it’s like to attend 
an all-girls school. Their consensus was that it’s “weird 
but beneficial.” For instance, they agreed, it’s weird that 
you’re with the same small group of girls all day, every 
day, through all four years of school. The beneficial 
part? You learn how to connect and co-exist, even 
with people you wouldn’t have chosen as friends. The 
podcasters also expressed agreement and appreciation 
that the School focuses on “getting out of your own 
comfort zone” rather than the more typical “I’m better 
than you” type of competition. 

Another area of conversation initially surprised us. 
Since our earliest days, graduates have largely shared 

T h e  G i rl s’  S c h o o l  Adva n t a ge
Research* 

reveals that girls’
school students 
are more likely

to exhibit:

•  Greater Cultural Competency
•  Stronger Community Involvement
•  Increased Civic and Political  
 Engagement
•  Stronger Voices
•  Stronger Leadership Skills

•  More Self-Confidence
•  Higher Academic Achievement
•  Greater Interest and Confidence   
 in STEM
•  Higher Aspirations
•  Preparation for the Real World

*International Coalition of Girls’ Schools
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Lessons From History 
In 1873, Harvard Medical School professor Edmund  
H. Clarke published Sex in Education: Or, A Fair 
Chance for the Girls. Dr. Clarke asserted that 
subjecting girls to the same rigorous scholarship 
as boys degraded their health and fertility. After 
17 printings, his popular publication was finally 
discredited by research from what is now the 
American Association for University Women. 

AAUW released another landmark study in the 1990s, 
over a century later. It found that teachers were 
unconsciously giving girls less attention, less praise, 

a common view of how their time at OSS impacted 
them. Some would say they found their voice or their 
power, while others would talk about gaining strength or 
losing insecurity. The theme has always been consistent: 
my time at OSS gave me confidence. Our podcasters, 
however, were having none of that! When asked 
whether OSS helped her gain confidence, one girl 
answered, “I was born with it!” 

You know what? We don’t disagree. And it is our hope 
and our mission that such confidence feels so inherent 
and natural, that not one of our students can even 
imagine herself without it.

less effective feedback, and less detailed instruction 
than boys, with African American girls receiving the 
least of all. It also showed girls’ confidence and sense 
of agency deteriorating through their middle- and 
high-school years. 

The decades since have seen improvements. However, 
implicit bias about gender, race, and class remains 
strong and influential. At OSS, we know that constant 
reflection and skilled, deliberate effort are essential 
to displacing limiting cultural beliefs that continue to 
stifle many students’ potential.

OSS students 
with Ms. Eugenio, 
Creativity Director, 
Art & STEAM Instructor



Board of Trustees
Advancement Committee
Advisory Council
Executive Committee
Finance Committee
Governance Committee 

Aryana Abu-Raya
Caroline Allen
Alani Almeida ’20
Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel   
 Alvord
Cecelia & Richard Armstrong
Christine Ash
Talbot Baker Jr.
Gillian Barnard
Whitt Barnard
Paula Baron
Laurie & David Barrett
Christina Bascom
Gale Beaton
Pam Beck
Claudie Bellanger
Suzanne Bellanger
DeeDee Bentley
Mary Berg
Mary Jean Blasdale
Alison Coolidge Boreiko
Theodore Brunette
Rachel Charrier
Suzanne Church
Pamela Cole
Jane Coolidge
Cali Correia ’18
Linda Cosme
Leishla Cotto
Lindsay Craig
Laurie Curtis

Kate Dabney
Joan Dalton
Jonell Daniels
Autumn Demello ’20
Michael DeSouza
Anne Donnellon
Dana Dornbusch
Janet Egan
Hannah Eugenio
Andre Faucher
Angie Fenton P ’11, ’17
Linda Fenton
Lainie Fermino ’18
Barbara Ferri
Penny Finnie
Alice Flint
Livia Fonseca
Stewart Forbes
Gail Fortes
Kim Francis
Jill French
Rayana Grace
Will Graham
Candace Hall
Jennifer Hall
Cadence Harris
Michelle Henderson
Barbara Hickey
Cela Hobbs
Linda Hobbs
Merita Hopkins
Shanna Howell
Felicity Hoyt
Helena DaSilva Hughes
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes
Elizabeth Huidekoper
Mary Hunsche
Alexa Icenia
Donna Jeffers

Hope & David Jeffrey
Azia Johnson
Elizabeth Kellogg
Kathy Kemperman
Marion Kimball
Jayne & John Korn
Deborah Kovacs
Nancy Kurtz
Fitzcarmel LaMarre
Jordan Lambdin
Betsy Lawrence
Téa Leoni
Pamela Lisiewicz
Per Lofberg
Juliet Loranger
Kerry Lynch
Ann Maguire
Ronni Mak ’12
Lucinda Martin
Joseph McDonough
Margaret McGetrick
Erin McHugh
Justine Medina
Kristen Mendes P ’17, ’22
Dina Melo
Serge Moniz
Gert Montour
Drea Moore
Faith Morningstar
Teresa Mozaz
Angela Natho
Joan O’Brien
Celeste Penney
Christina Pennoyer
Susan & Daniel Perry
Eve Pierce
Dwayne Pina P ’17
Kate Pingeon
Jeff Pontiff
Dave Prentiss
William Prescott
Ute Prevost
Diana Raphael
Patricia Renzi
Jane Reynolds & Russell Weigel

Debby Robbins
Cathy Roberts
Carine Roland
Elizabeth Sangiolo
Tim Schaefer
Kate Schmitt
Gale Schultz
Frances & Bruce Severance
Ann Silva
Ava Silva ’20
Sawyer Smook-Pollitt
Bernadette Souza
Catherine Stone
Margot Stone
June Strunk
Martha Sullivan

Maggie Swift
Isadora Sylvia-Ribeiro ’18
Angie Tavares P ’14, ’17, ’20
Jacqueline Tavares
Terri Taylor
Christina Turner
Young Un
Theresa Vandenburgh
Marion Wainer
Jaeda Walker
Sylvia Westphal
Deborah Williams
Nanci Winterhalter
Pamela Winterhalter
Marcy Wintrub

Susan Alves
Christine Ash
Attorney General’s Office 
 Southeastern MA
Gillian Barnard
Christina Bascom
Jacqueline & John Beauregard
DeeDee Bentley
Janet & David Buehler
Center for the Advancement of  
 STEM Education (CASE) at  
 Bridgewater State University
Suzanne Church
Daphne Clement
Commonwealth of  Massachusetts -  
 DESE
Eleanor Correia
Lindsay Craig
Maureen Deneault
Eugenio Family
Mia Galison
Manas Gautam

Jillian & Dany Hachem
Ann & Lee Katsenback
Susan Knight
Jayne & John Korn
Harriet & Tom Linskey
Pamela & John Lisiewicz
Emanuel Maciel
Kelli McSweeny
Margaret McSweeny & Davis  
 Sanford
Melissa Medeiros
Lisa & Andrew Mellgard
The Monteiro-Pacheco Families
Teresa Mozaz
Naval Undersea Warfare Center  
 (Newport Division)
Benny Olmeda
Outlook Supplies
Erin Peixoto
Donna Phillips
Victoria Pope & Joel Brenner
Rainonoi’s Pizza

Jackeline Rodriguez
Koreen Santos
Dedee & William Shattuck
Southcoast Health Network
Lisa & Ron Swanson
Angie & Nuno Tavares
Stephen Taylor
Roberta & Roger Trahan
Anna Whitcomb

Volunteers
Thank you to our dedicated volunteers and our students’ 
families, for the gift of your valuable time and efforts. 

Gifts-in-Kind
OSS is grateful for the many forms of donations that help 
support our students and the School.

Community Partners
Bridgewater State University
Buttonwood Park Zoological   
 Society
Buy Black NB
Carabiner’s Climbing and Fitness
The Communal Space
Community Boating Center
Dartmouth Cultural Council
DATMA (Design Art Technology  
 Massachusetts)
EeBoo
Entrepreneurship for All
FIRST LEGO League
Green Light for Girls
International Coalition of Girls’  
 Schools
Join the Community
Mass Escape
Massachusetts Audubon Society
Massachusetts Marine Educators
 Nature Explore
Naval Undersea Warfare Center  
 (Newport Division)
New Bedford Art Museum
New Bedford Fishing Heritage  
 Center
New Bedford Historical Society 

New Bedford Research & Robotics
New Bedford Whaling Museum
New Bedford Whaling National  
 Historical Park
Operation Clean Sweep
Round the Bend Farm
The Scallop
School of Yoga
Sensata Technologies, Inc.
STEAM the Streets
Surf’s Up
Tech Teachers Travel
ThinkGive
Tifereth Israel Synagogue
UMass Dartmouth Electrical   
 and Computer Engineering  
 and Cybersecurity Center
UMass Dartmouth Kaput &   
 Leduc Centers
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Woods Hole Oceanographic
YMCA Southcoast – Sharing the  
 Harvest Community Farm
Youth Opportunities Unlimited
YWCA Southeastern MA
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center
Zephyr Educational Foundation 
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“STEAM has helped me grow as a person and helps me 
understand real world problems better. It shows me that there 

is a way to make things better. I just think it’s amazing that I 
get to practice skills in middle school that will let me make a 

difference in the future. STEAM to me is more than building, it 
is something that could build a better future for me 

and everyone after me.” 

Daishaly ’23



Thank You
for generously supporting
our students and OSS.

July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 

Anonymous (19)
Thomas Abe
Addis Alemtsehay Ackah &
 Samuel Ackah
Acushnet Foundation Fund,   
 SouthCoast Community 
 Foundation
Bonnie & Robert Adams
Marilyn Adams
Agricultural Capital Management
Kathryn & Robert Aisenberg
Amelia Albanese ‘18
Lois Aldrich
Mary Lee & Peter Aldrich
Ann & Charles Alexander
Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel   
 Alvord
Sara & Seth Alvord
Nancy Ames & Peter Nelson
Anchor Capital Advisors
Arcadia Charitable Trust
Rosanne & Peter Aresty
Cecelia & Richard Armstrong
Kai Armstrong
Maureen & Ray Armstrong
Patricia & Christopher Arnold
Sonia Arruda & Mark Magrath
Lorraine & Lawrence Art
Susan & Henry Ashworth
Elizabeth Atwood & Claude Noiseux
Avery Dennison
Araceli Avilez & Sergio Elias   
 Cisneros
Talbot Baker Jr.
Deborah & Benjamin Baker, Enable  
 Hope Foundation
Margie & Michael Baldwin
Christy Ballou & Russell Brackett

BankFive
Ellen Barber-Morse & Weld Morse
Sallie & Stephen Barker
Maria & Witt Barlow
Susan & Samuel Barnard
Elizabeth & Greg Barr
Kyla Barrett & Theodore Swetnam
Laurie & David Barrett
Christina Bascom
BayCoast Bank
Gale & Tom Beaton
Dora Beatty & Peter Macdonald
Pamela & Robert Beck
Amy & David Beckwith
Joanna Bennett
Paula & Peter Bentinck-Smith
DeeDee Bentley
Mary Berg
Pamela & Ricardo Bermudez
Thomasin Berry & John Desmond
Joan Blanchard
Mary Jean & William Blasdale
Nina Blumenthal & Scott Corin
Lewis Clarke Blynn
Romayne & John Bockstoce
Roshalene Bodden
Carol Bonnar
Linda & Willard Boothby
Alison Coolidge Boreiko & Tom  
 Boreiko
Boston Marine Society
Anne & John Bowen
Nannette & William Braucher
Brewer Banner Designs
Nancy & Charles Brex
Bristol County District Attorney
Bristol County Savings Charitable  
 Foundation
Deborah Brooke
Carol Brown
Carol & Charles Brown
John Buck
Laurie & John Bullard
Tia & Peter Bullard
Bullerjahn Family Fund

Bernard Buonanno
Raquel Burgos & Ary Abu-Raya
Katherine Burke
Jayne & Richard Burkhardt
Hilary & Philip Burling
Amy & Andrew Burnes
Elizabeth Burrows
Anne & Gregory Buzzell
The Cahn Funds for Social Change
Alixe Callen & Ace Bailey
Gaelen & Peter Canning
Carney Family Charitable   
 Foundation
Elizabeth & Carlos Carrasco
Beverly & Lew Carter
Theresa & John Cederholm
Martha & Paul Chamberlain
Donna & Damon Chaplin
Katherine Chapman Stemberg,  
 Thomas G. Stemberg 
 Charitable Foundation
Eric Charlesworth
Carolyn & Michael Chase
Xiu Lan Chen & Jin Fei Lin
The Chin Family 
Meg & Nick Christ
Regina Christian & Emmett Royster
CHT Foundation
Suzanne Church
Karen & Bruce Clarke
Kathy & Gregory Clear
Sharon & Lee Clifford
Cirstyn Cohen
Janet & William Coleman
Samantha Colon
Congregational Church of South  
 Dartmouth
Gary Connolly
Sharon Connors
Sheila Powers Converse
Elizabeth Cook
Mary & Sackett Cook
Jane Coolidge
Mary Coolidge
Geraldine & Harold Cooper

Mary & Allyn Copp
Corita Charitable Trust
Nancy & David Corkery
Linda & David Cornell
Sandra & Christopher Coughlin
E. Kay Cowan & William Potter
Elizabeth Coxe & David Forney
Jennifer & Michael Coye
Loretto & Dwight Crane
Joan & Prescott Crocker
Edwina & James Cronin
Marian & Michael Cronin
Yolimar Cruz Davila
Wendy & Ray Cullum
Victoria & Robert Cunningham
Joyce & Robert Currie
Laurie & Hal Curtis
A. David Cutler
Molly & Christopher Cutler
CVS Health Foundation
Janine da Silva
Kate & Fred Dabney
Judith & Murray Danforth
Lynn & Paul Daoust
Patricia & Gary Darman
Gail Davidson
Irene & Michael Davis
Sue & Bob Daylor
Helen De Groot
Patricia Dean
Bel & Dana DeBarros
Michele Demarest & John   
 Patterson Jr.

Heidi & Ralph Derbyshire
Paula & Armand Desmarais
Christina DeSouza & Robert Mendes
Angel Diaz
Kathryn Dineen
Anne Donnellon & Ed Ottensmeyer
Pam Donnelly & Timothy Mahoney
Dana Dornbusch & Walter Piescik
Stephanie & Idio Dos Reis
Gaylynne DosSantos
Despina Doulos-Ayers
Carolyn & Thomas Drew
Sarah & William Ducas
C.C. Dyer
Patricia & Harry Easterly
Eastern Charitable Foundation
Rebecca Eaton & Steven Ashley
Nancy & James Edwards
Janet Egan & Tim Schaefer
Louise & Mike Elefante
Caroline Erisman
Eugenio Family
Pamela & John Evans
Annette Ewing
Helga Faulenbach
Kathy & Jim Feeney
Marla Feldman
Angelina Fenton
Christina & Eric Fenton
Linda & Peter Fenton
Nancy Fenton
Kathleen & David Fentress
Laurie Findlay

Linda & Charles Findlay
Mary Fine
Anne & Chris Finn
Margaret Finn
Penny & Charlie Finnie
Mr. & Mrs. Martin W. Flinn
Alice & Jon Flint
Sean Floyd
Deedee & Stewart Forbes
Sarah & Charles Forbes
Edith Forrester
Lyn & Steven Fors
Gail Fortes
Viki Fowler & John Kelleher
Kim Francis & Carlos Cardoso
Jane & Stephen Frank
Nini & Terry Freiberg
Jill & Thomas French
Elise Frick & Jack Garraty
Frisbie Family Foundation
Louise & Daniel Gallagher
Garden Club of Buzzards Bay
Dorothy & Seth Garfield
Frederick Garfield
Natalie & John Garfield
Bunny Garnick
Sarah Garraty & Jeffrey Kerr
Deborah & Peter Gates
Debra Gayle & Michael Malone
Suzanne & George Gebelein
Elaine Gelinas & Robert Gray
Tara Gelmete
Eloida & Paul Georgadarellis
Joanie Gerster
Peggy & Mark Gildersleeve
Gay Gillespie
Kim & Steve Gladstone
Kerry Glavin
Heather Glenn & Nick Willis
Kim & Bronson Goddard
Meghan Goes & Jamison Fernandes
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift  
 Program
Catherine Gomes & Ephraim  
 Morgan

Melissa Gonet
Gail Gonsalves
Rose Gonsalves
Google
Cindy & Stephen Gormley
Ronnie Gosselin
Georgie & Mark Goulding
Linda & L. Michael Gouveia
Victoria Graboys
Rayana Grace
Graham Family Foundation
Marisol Grant
Rose Grant
Hannelore & Jeremy Grantham
Abby & David Gray
Gay & Sam Gray
Gerry & Sam Gray
Betsy Grenier & Jane Linden
Lisa Grenon
Marjorie & Nicholas Greville
Grimshaw-Gudewicz Charitable  
 Foundation
Lisa Gross & Richard Hoffman
Dina & Ed Guerreiro
Katherine Guillotte
Valerie & Ihsan Gurdal
Jillian & Dany Hachem
Judith Hale
Ann & John Hall Family Fund
Jennifer Hall
Judith Halpern & Robert Riordan

Jocelin Hamblett
Shakina Hampton
Priscilla & Robert Hanafee
Margot Hand & Robert Anderson
Yvonne Hao & Mark Wu
HarborOne Foundation
Patricia Harrington
Harris Mathews Charitable   
 Foundation
Helena & Kenneth Hartnett
Sally White Harty
Harvey Family Fund
Roland Harvey
The Hausladen Family
Hawthorn Medical Associates
Ann Healy
Susan Heide
Anne & Jerome Heller
Henry H. Crapo Charitable   
 Foundation
Bayard Henry
Judith & Ted Herlihy
Laura & Tom Herman
Peter Herman
Richard Herman
Sarah Herman
David Hermann
Christine Hewes & William Tanski
Sandra & William Hewitt
Hickey Family
Lucile & William Hicks
Mary & Prentiss Higgins
Julie & Jordan Hitch
Cela & Matthew Hobbs
Helen Hobbs
Linda & Franklin Hobbs
Maddy Hobbs & Andrew Alspaugh
Susan & Nelson Hockert-Lotz
Jane Hoffman
Merita Hopkins & James Ring
Barbara & Amos Hostetter
Howard Gilman Foundation
Leslie & Jack Howard
Shanna Howell
Bess & Jim Hughes

Maryellen Sullivan Hughes
Heidi & Arthur Huguley
Estates of Peter & Mary Huidekoper
Elizabeth Huidekoper
Humphrey, Covill & Coleman  
 Insurance Agency
Donna & Theodore Ingalls
Island Foundation
Susanna Jacobus
James Arnold Fund, SouthCoast  
 Community Foundation
Melissa James
Donna Jeffers & Robert Hampson
Jeffrey Family Fund, Community  
 Foundation of NJ
Ann Jenkins & Bart Bussink
Dorothy & Geoffrey Jenkins
Nelida & Jorge Jesus
Wendy & Kenneth Joblon
Janet Johnson
Stephen Johnson
Joan Johnston
Louisa Gebelein Jones & Jeremiah  
 Jones
Pamela & Kevern Joyce
Mary & Peter Kavanaugh
Hannah Kazan
Ann & Tom Keary
Martha & Michael Keating
Anna & Steve Keegan
Frances & William Keene
Elizabeth & Morris Kellogg, J.C.  
 Kellogg Foundation Fund
Bernadette Kelly & Sheldon Daly
Lilian Kemp & David Marks
Judy Kennedy
Karen & Kevin Kennedy Foundation
Margaret & Eugene Kennedy
Priscilla & William Kennedy
Mona & Robert Ketcham
Julia & Stephen Kiechel
Marion Kimball
Nancy Kimmett
Catherine Chapin Kobacker
Leslie Kobrin

Sonia Kobrin
Susan Korsmeyer & Mark Mancuso
Deborah Kovacs & Nicholas Sullivan
Sabina Kozak
Diane Krejsa & Peter Levy
Jill Kremins
Kurtz Family Fund
Marisa Labozzetta & Martin Wohl
Elizabeth & Robert Ladd
Lidia Diaz Lara
MJ & Randy Lauderdale
Sasha Lauterbach & Peter Sturges
Betsy Lawrence
Joan Lawrence
Mary Ellen Lawrence
Patricia Lawrence
Dinh & Thuy Le
Joanne Leary
Carlene LeBlanc
Mary Ellen Lees
Sally & Michael Lemelin
Madeline Leone & John   
 Mastrobattista
Téa Leoni
Frances Levin
Rachel Lewis
Judith & Jay* Light
Mali Lim
Elizabeth Lindsay
Naomi Lindsey
Ashlee Linhares
Pamela & John Lisiewicz
Jadine Loo-Dixon
Laura Lopes
Ann & Richard Lucas
Ludes Family Foundation
Judith Lund
Dianne & Gerald Lynch
Kerry Lynch & Dean Slocum
Lois & Tom Lynch
MaryBeth & David MacBain
Ann & Lloyd Macdonald
Jane Mackey
Abigail & Michael Magni
Allyson Maher
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“STEAM class has helped 
me build my thinking skills 

to solve challenges and 
problems in our world.” 

Attyanna ’23 



Karen & Christopher Main
The Mak Family
Gayle Mandle
John Margolis
Janet Markel
Sylvia Marlio
Ann Martell-Paschal
Jane Martell
Beth & Carmine Martignetti
Lucinda Martin
Johana Martinez
Massachusetts Department of  
 Elementary & Secondary   
 Education
Massachusetts Cultural Council
Maurice & Anne Makepeace Family  
 Foundation
Anne & Brem Mayer
Holly & Joseph McDonough
Anne McElroy
Freddy & Alex McFerran
Margaret McGetrick
Margaret McSweeny & Davis  
 Sanford, in honor of Betty Fabian 
 & June Pina 
Susan Eldredge Mead
Justine Medina
Kathleen & Stephen Meeker
Loretta & Edmund Melhado,  
 The New York Community  
 Trust-James Talcott Fund
Kristen Mendes & Brian Gitlin
Susan & Samuel Mendez
Elizabeth Micheels & David Tobias
Rose & Frederick Miller
Dora & Trip Millikin
Jocelyn Mitchell
Serge Moniz
Helen Burke Montague
The Monteiro-Pacheco Families
Paula Monteiro
Sandra Montour
Donna & James Moody
Mayo & Daniel Morgan

Betty Morningstar & Jeanette  
 Kruger
Faith & Richard Morningstar
Leslia Morrison
Susan Morse
KT Mosca
Teresa Mozaz
Cricket & Brian Mullaney
Elizabeth & Keith Murphy
John Murphy
Yvonne & Tom Murphy
Betts Howes Murray & Wisner  
 Murray
Pam Murray & Jay MacLaughlin
Margaret & Mike Nash
Bernadette & Michael Nelson
Laura & James Nelson
Karen Nercessian & Nathan Fenton
Network for Good
New Bedford Cultural Council
New Bedford Day Nursery Fund
Newman’s Own Foundation
Diana & Peter Nicholson
Sharon Nolan & Jim Rosenfeld
Nunes & Charrier LLC
Mrs. Jonathan O’Brien
Bobbie & Chip O’Hare
Nancy Osgood
OSS Class of 2022
OSS Class of 2023
OSS Class of 2024
OSS Class of 2025
Carolyn & Robert* Osteen
Linda & Louis Othote
Regina Pakradooni
Margaret Palmer
Jill & Thomas Pappas
Laurie Paquette
Leslie Paquette
June Park
Thomas H. and Letitia Landry Parker  
 Charitable Fund
Margaret Parker Fund
Mary Parker & Damon Smith
Ann Parson

Heather Parsons & Andy Kotsatos
Sandria Parsons
Partners Village Store
Emily Paul
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Peckham
Vinicius Peixoto
Celeste Penney
Christina Pennoyer
Robert Pennoyer
Tracy Pennoyer & John Auchincloss
Mildred* & Richard Perkins
Polly & George Perkins
Ann & Wynn Perlick
Betsy & Richard Perry
Susan & Daniel Perry
Donna Phillips
Eleanor & Dick Phillips
Eve & Leo Pierce
Cynthia Pilskaln
Kate & Hendon Pingeon
Emily & John Pinheiro
Maria Elisabete de Andrade Pires
Plimpton Shattuck Fund
Bonnie Baker Pohlig
Victoria Pope & Joel Brenner
Alexis & William Popik
Mimi Powell
Nelson Pratt
David Prentiss
Betty Prescott
Suzanne & William Prescott
Ute & Patrick Prevost
Jennifer & Lewis Prouty
Regina Purtell
Cynthia & Jerry Pyle
Sara & Christopher Quintal
Adrienne & Mitchell Rabkin
Janelle Ramirez
Diana Raphael
Karissa Raposa
Katelyn Rapoza
Kenneth Rapoza
Cynthia Redel & Michael Esposito
Daniella Reis
Barbara & Frank Resnek

Sally Reyering & Chris Baldwin
Jane Reynolds & Russell Weigel
Mary & James Reynolds
Genie & Donald Rice
Richard & Ann J. Prouty Foundation
Anne & James Righter
Diane Ring
Elaine Rivera-Ortiz
Juana Rivera
Debby Robbins
Robert F. Stoico/FIRSTFED   
 Charitable Foundation
Catherine & Henry Roberts
The Roberts Family Charitable Trust
Johanna & Tom Robinson
Linda & Hays Rockwell
Jackeline Rodriguez
Susie Rogers & Whitt Barnard
Joan & Richard Roller
Emely Romero & Rayvn Miranda
Joseph Rooney
Gale Runnells
Cordelia & James Russell
Amanda Sabol
Paula & Jeremy Sager
Kathy & Ed Saltmarsh
Amy Sanders & Paul Dobbins
Barbara & Robert Sanderson
Blanca Santiago
Desaree Sanchez Santiago
Koreen Santos
Susan Sargent & Tom Peters
Heather & Kitt Sawitsky
Maria Sayed
Heather & Samuel Schaefer
Suzanne & Greg Schafer
Christopher Schlesinger
Susan Schlesinger & Rick Guidelli
Christine Shapleigh Schmid &  
 Paul Schmid
Katharine & Thomas Schmitt
Beverly Schuch
Gale Schultz
Krista & Roger Scoville
Sea Breeze Foundation

Seacoast Construction Group
Sensata Technologies Foundation
Daniela Sever & Radek Fooksa
Katie & Nicholas Sever
Joan Shafran & Rob Haimes
Dedee & William Shattuck
Anne & Harry Shoemaker
Valarie & Jason Silva
Louis Silverstein Family Fund,  
 SouthCoast Community   
 Foundation
Jeanne & Peter Simko
Sloan & Hardwick Simmons
Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Bethany Smith
Southcoast Storage Depot
Bernadette Souza
Pamela Spatz
Genevieve & Steven Spiegel
John Spooner
Deborah & John Spring
St. Aidan’s Chapel
St. Anne’s Credit Union
Robert J. & Bonnie M. Stapleton  
 Fund
Star Kids Scholarship Program  
 New Bedford
Susan & Theodore Stebbins
Fredericka & Howard Stevenson
Isabelle Stillger & Scott Chappel
Trina & Newcomb Stillwell
Anne Stone*
Catherine Stone
Lisa & Gregg Stone
Margot Stone
Tim Stone
Sherryl & Ernest Stonebraker
Mary & Christopher Strasser
Colleen Strobino
June Strunk
Martha & Michael Sullivan
Carol & Christopher Swan
Joanne Swanson & Ann Huidekoper
Marjorie & Donald Swift
Cristen & David Tabors

Richard Tabors
Jan & David Tatelbaum
Angie & Nuno Tavares
Jeanne Tavares
Carol Taylor & John Deknatel
Kate & Ben Taylor
Terry Thoman
Thomas A. Rodgers Jr. Family  
 Foundation
Joan Thompson
Pamela & Renke Thye
Joan & Ed Tiffany
Stacey & Clayton Timas
Larissa Todman
Cristina Torruella & David Pingal
Sharon Torruella
TownWear by BER
Blair & Clifford Tracy
Travelers Insurance
Pamela Trippe
H. A. Trumbull
Christina Turner
Young Un
Joan Underwood
George Unhoch*
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Madhukar Vable
Anna van Heeckeren & Edward  
 Baker

Van Sloun Foundation
Neil Van Sloun
Angela Vasconcellos
Matthew Vaz
Francine Veilleux & Robert French
Manisha Velez
Carlene Ventura
Liz & Geoff Verney
Noelle Vitt
Priscilla Wade
Annick & Eliot Wadsworth
Charlotte & Herbert Wagner
Wagner Family, The Weatherlow  
 Foundation
Marion & Henry Wainer
Marjorie Waite & Neal Weiss
Marjorie Walder, in memory of 
 June Pina
Ellen & Laurence Walsh
Anna Waring
Elizabeth Waring
Mallory & John Waterman
Ellen & Donald Watson
Susan & Keith Watson, Alfred  
 Watson Family Foundation
Richard Webb*
Webster Bank
Christopher West
Sylvia & Christoph Westphal

Marilyn Whalley & Christopher  
 Makepeace
Frankie Whelan
Anna Whitcomb
Katherine & Chris White
William C. Bullitt Foundation
William E. Schrafft & Bertha E.  
 Schrafft Charitable Trust
Anne Williams & Kevin Mohan
Deborah Williams
Marjorie Williams & Michael
 Tushman
John Willoughby
Nanci & John Winterhalter
Marcy Wintrub & Duane Barton
Ariana Wohl
Women’s Foundation of Boston
Allison & George Wood
Margaret Wool & Vincent Mor
Emma York
Abby & John Yozell
Mary Zane
Morgan Zere

Peter Berg Fund
This memorial fund was established 
by Peter’s family, friends, and class-
mates to honor his commitment and 
interest in supporting OSS students 
and graduates.
 
Anonymous (2)
The Acebes Family
Whitney Beals
Thomas Berg
Rhea Brooks
Nathaniel Butler
Suzan & Christopher Burns
Suzanne Campion & Ray Carvey
Diane & Donald Chiofaro
Kara Chmielewski
Katherine & David Davis
Nancy & Joseph deBettencourt
Dyett-Richardson Family Fund
Anne & Marshall Goldberg
Denise & Carleton Goodwin
Jennifer & Joe Gould
Tracy & Sam Hallenbeck
Edward Jones
Bicky & Nick Kelley
Carol & Bob Lincoln
Teza & Carter Lord
Edward McCarty
Lynn & Harry O’Mealia
Wilson Page
The Parrot Family
Katrine Stevens
Marjorie & Donald Swift
Randi Von Steinwehr & Charles  
 Whipple
Kathleen Wattles

In Memory of Betty Fabian 
Gale & Tom Beaton
Jan Bergeron
Ellen & Edward Carlson
Betsy Lawrence
Carlene LeBlanc
Carol Marini

True North Legacy Society
OSS is deeply grateful to those who 
are remembering the School in their 
estate plans.

Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel Alvord
Talbot Baker Jr.
Alison Coolidge Boreiko & Tom  
 Boreiko
Laurie & Hal Curtis
Janet Egan 
Linda & Peter Fenton
Bunny Garnick
Georgie & Mark Goulding
Sarah Herman
Donna Jeffers 
Nancy & Edward Kurtz
Betsy Lawrence
Martha & Michael Sullivan
Deborah Williams

*deceased

Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy of this report. 
Please accept our apologies 
and let us know of any errors 
at 508.994.1255 or email 
ggoulding@oursistersschool.org.
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Fiscal Year 2022 Financial Summary
We send our deep gratitude to all of our generous supporters. As a single-sex school in Massachusetts, OSS is not eligible for 
state funding or charter status. We rely solely on the support of our friends, our community, and grants from foundations and 
corporations. We continue to focus on investing in our people and programs, and ensuring the future security of our beloved 
school for our students.

2021-2022 
Board of Trustees
Cecelia Armstrong
Pamela Beck
Mary Berg
Alison Coolidge Boreiko,
  Co-president 
Janet Egan
Angie Fenton P’11, ‘17
Alice Flint
Kim Francis
Rayana Grace
Shanna Howell
Elizabeth Kellogg
Kerry Lynch
Justine Medina 
Joe McDonough
Faith Morningstar
William Prescott
Martha Sullivan, Co-president
Christina Turner
Young Un
Russell Weigel
Marcy Wintrub

Staff
Sarah Herman,
 Head of School
Georgiana Goulding,
 Director of Advancement
Rachel Dzengelewski,
 Assistant Director of Advancement
Gail Gonsalves,
 Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator
Jill Hachem,
 Assistant to the Director   
 of Finance & Operations
Carlene LeBlanc,
 Director of Finance & Operations
Margaret McSweeny,
 Advancement Associate 
Amy Sanders, 
 Director of Secondary School  
 Placement  & Graduate Support
Blanca Santiago,
 Office Administrator & Admissions  
 Coordinator

Classroom Teachers
Eric Charlesworth
Angel Diaz
Tobey Eugenio
Sabina Kozak
Jocelyn Mitchell
KT Mosca 
Donna Phillips 
Katelyn Rapoza
Ariana Wohl
Emma York

Teaching Fellow
Solange Lima-Soares ’17
 
Advisory Council
Joel Alvord
Christina Bascom
Mary Jean Blasdale
Suzanne Church
Janie Coolidge
Barbara Ferri
Stewart Forbes
Gail Fortes
Jill French
Bunny Hickey
Cela Hobbs
Linda Hobbs
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Our mission, as an independent, 
tuition-free, non-sectarian middle 
school, is to educate and inspire 
economically disadvantaged girls 
from the New Bedford area. Our 
Sisters’ School empowers students 
to step into the future with 
valuable life skills and a mindset 
of achievement and excellence 
by providing a safe, supportive 
and academically challenging 
environment.

Maryellen Sullivan Hughes
Donna Jeffers
Hope & David Jeffrey
Nancy Kurtz
Téa Leoni
Lucinda Martin
Margaret McGetrick
Joan O’Brien
Celeste Penney
Christina Pennoyer
Susan Perry
Eve Pierce
Jeff Pontiff
David Prentiss
Ute Prevost
Debby Robbins
Cathy Roberts
Bernadette Souza
Margot Stone
Marion Wainer
Sylvia Westphal

FY 2023 Board of Trustees 

Left to right: 
Seated: Young Un, Alice Flint, Martha Sullivan, Marcy Wintrub, 
Faith Morningstar, Bill Prescott

Standing: Joe McDonough, Jane Reynolds, Kate Dabney (Founding Trustee), 
Lisa Schmid Alvord (Founding Chair Emerita), Mary Berg, Serge Moniz P’19, 
Kerry Lynch, Merita Hopkins, Alison Coolidge Boreiko, Pam Beck, 
Tony Jaccaci, Rayana Grace

Not pictured: Angie Fenton P’11, ‘17, Kim Francis, Betsy Kellogg, Per Lofberg, 
Christina Turner

*Includes volunteer services valued at $64,091

Note: unaudited figures; gifts to sustainability fund not included

Gifts

Operating Income  Operating Expenses

In Memoriam
June Pina was an admired and 

dedicated educator in New 
Bedford. After a long career at 
William H. Carney Academy, 

she continued to serve our 
community after retirement 
by joining OSS as one of its 

first lead teachers. From 2008 
to 2014, June recruited new 

students, guided young teachers 
on their career paths, and was 
an extraordinary advocate for 
OSS girls and the youth of New 
Bedford. She passed away on 

November 1, 2021.

$25,000+

$10,000-24,999

$5,000-9,999

$2,500-4,999

$1,000-2,499

$500-999

Up to $499

2%5%

5%

3%

13%

12%

60%

$30,601$77,772*

$1,890,795

Donations & Grants

In-Kind Services & Goods*

Other

$1,999,168*

$215,051*

$222,178

$1,317,137*

Programs & Activities*

Administration & General

Fundr *

Total: $1,754,366*

Founding Chair Emerita 
 Lisa Schmid Alvord
Honorary Trustees  
 Talbot Baker Jr.
 Helena DaSilva Hughes
 Elizabeth Huidekoper

Total: 
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Why “Our Sisters”?
Our school’s name honors the bravery of the women 
known as “sister sailors” who boldly headed out to sea 
from New Bedford’s harbor during the city’s whaling 
days. Like these women, OSS students courageously 
embark on a voyage in a challenging academic environ-
ment carefully crafted to support them as they discover 
and achieve their greatest potential, while finding true 
north on their moral compass.

Support The OSS Fund
We are grateful for your generosity — you help make 
it possible for OSS girls to receive an extraordinary 
education and transformative opportunities. We will 
continue to stay true to our core values of Excellence, 
Community, Civic Engagement and Leadership. 
Thank you for joining us on this rewarding journey. To 
discuss how you can help OSS, please contact Georgie 
Goulding, Director of Advancement, at 508.994.1255 
or ggoulding@oursistersschool.org.

Planning Ahead with True North
Make a gift that will help secure OSS’s future and 
prepare our students to live lives of consequence. 
Join the True North Legacy Society by naming OSS as 
a beneficiary in your estate planning, while meeting 
your current financial and philanthropic goals with 
tax benefits. You will make a lasting contribution to 
educating students and nurturing human potential.

Many thanks to K&A Photography, Kate T. Parker and OSS staff for the photography.
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Anti-Racism Statement
At Our Sisters’ School, we are committed to an inclusive 
and diverse community, dedicated to our core values of 
Excellence, Community, Civic Engagement, and Leader-
ship. We condemn all forms of racism — individual, inter-
personal, institutional, and systemic. We will be diligent in 
identifying, discussing, and challenging issues of race and 
ethnicity to ensure diversity, equity, and inclusion in all of 
our work, including student, staff, volunteer, and trustee 
recruitment, anti-racist curriculum development, and 
community engagement. We pledge to address any
inequities we discover, using just and fair practices to 
yield a better understanding of ourselves and our school.

Non-Discrimination Statement 
Our Sisters’ School, Inc. admits girls as students to the 
School regardless of their race, color, national or ethnic 
origin, religion, creed, or sexual orientation. The School 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
or ethnic origin, religion, creed, or sexual orientation in 
administration of its educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarship programs, athletic and other school 
administered programs.
 
Our Sisters’ School, Inc. employs personnel of any race, 
color, national or ethnic origin, gender, gender identity, 
religion, creed, and sexual orientation to all the rights, 
privileges and activities generally accorded or made 
available to personnel at the School.


