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Public Secondary Schools
Bristol County Agricultural High School
City on a Hill Charter School*
Dartmouth High School
Fairhaven High School
Greater New Bedford Regional   
 Vocational Technical High School
Job Corps: Chicopee Campus
New Bedford High School**
Old Rochester Regional High School
Taunton High School
Upper Cape Cod Regional Technical
 High School
Westport High School

Independent Secondary Schools
Bishop Stang High School
Dana Hall School
Eagle Rock School
Falmouth Academy
The Hotchkiss School
Lincoln School
Loomis Chaffee School
Marianapolis Preparatory School
Masters Regional Academy*

Milton Academy
Noble and Greenough School
Phillips Academy Andover
Providence Country Day School
Rosary High School
St. Andrew’s School
St. George’s School
Stoneleigh-Burnham School
Tabor Academy
Westover School
The Wheeler School

Colleges and Universities
Amherst College
Barry University
Bates College
Bennington College
Boston College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Bridgewater State University
Bristol Community College
Brown University
Bunker Hill Community College

California State University, Fullerton
Cape Cod Community College
Clark University
Curry College
Dean College
Elmhurst College
Emerson College
Emmanuel College
Endicott College 
Fashion Institute of Technology
Fisher College
Framingham State University
Franciscan University of Steubenville 
Lasell University
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
 and Health Sciences
Massasoit Community College
Mt. Ida College*
New England Institute of Technology
Nichols College
Northeastern University
Pennsylvania State University
Pomona College 
Roger Williams University

Ross University
Salem State University
Salve Regina University
Spelman College
Stonehill College
Suffolk University
UMass Amherst
UMass Boston
UMass Dartmouth
University of New Hampshire
University of Pittsburgh
University of Southern California
University of Tampa 
Wagner College
Wentworth Institute of Technology
Wheaton College
Yale University 

*  Now closed

** Includes the Academy of Honors at

 New Bedford High School 

Every school mission – 
no matter how beautifully crafted, urgently needed, 
or laser-focused – is simply a rallying call. Only when 
people respond to that call and come together with 
their collaborative, collective efforts can a mission
 truly be made real.

Each year, our annual report lists the many volunteers, 
supporters, teachers, and others who embody and 
enable the mission of OSS.

While they each contribute in a uniquely important way, 
they share certain things in common. They have a love 
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Left to right: Sarah Herman, Martha Sullivan, Kerry Lynch

for, and a commitment to, their community. They understand the formative importance of middle school. They are 
passionate about supporting girls – their abilities, potential, and rights. They believe in OSS. And they willingly put 
themselves, their time, and their gifts on the line for that belief – this is especially true for OSS families and students.

The OSS community is always evolving, of course. Students matriculate and then graduate, volunteers retire, 
teachers and staff transition. Yet all leave their mark, and most retain their connection.

In this issue, we feature just a few representatives of our extraordinary community. While the profiles highlight the 
unique imprints of particular individuals, we hope all readers see themselves in these samplings, as we do.

Thank you for your loving contributions to our school and community. You are part of the intricate tapestry we’re 
weaving together, providing our students with the extraordinary education and life skills advantages that they deserve.

Sincerely,

“This school has sculpted me to be 
a strong, confident, and genuine 
young woman…I could not have 
done it without our OSS staff
and volunteers.” 

Allison ’23

Front cover (left to right): Jayel ’27, Juliana ’27, Elianny ’27

Sofia ’26 and Amina ’26
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Olimpia Andrade ’16
Imagine you’re a first-generation, first-
year college student, born and raised 
in New Bedford, attending a highly 
competitive Southern school. You’re on 
your own now, trying to figure out the 
rules of this strange new road. You’re 
surrounded by students from the world 
over, all of whom were among their high 
school’s top 5% achievers. Like you, they 
want to maintain that same status here. 

Now imagine you’re carrying a full course 
load at this school and you’re working a 
full-time job to cover tuition payments. 
Then – if you can – imagine you’re 
doing all this while maintaining a GPA 
approaching 4.0.

Sariah Hyacinth ’16
Sariah Hyacinth knew what she wanted 
for her life path even before she came 
to OSS. From the time she was a little 
girl, Sariah wanted to be a doctor. After 
graduating from OSS and entering high 
school, Sariah was dreaming of 
becoming a surgeon.

Like so many OSS students, Sariah isn’t 
just chasing a dream – she’s making it 
happen. Currently in her final year at 
Spelman, Sariah is earning a Bachelor of 
Science in Health Science. An internship 
last summer at the University of Colo-
rado’s pediatric cardiology lab piqued 
Sariah’s interest in biomedical research. 

“When I meet a young girl 
who’s thinking about going 
to OSS, I tell her that she’ll 

learn perseverance and 
determination. She’ll know 

what to do if she gets 
discouraged, because OSS 

teaches you to find a Plan B, 
and then a Plan C.”

She presented her findings 
(Midkine and sFRP-1 on 
Cardiomyocyte Pathologic 
Remodeling) at the Annual 
Biomedical Conference for 
Minoritized Scientists held in 
Phoenix last November.

At Spelman, Sariah also 
participated in an immersive 
two-week-long study abroad 
program at the University of 
Ghana, an experience she 
describes as one of the most 
meaningful of her life.

Olimpia Andrade doesn’t need 
to imagine this, of course. It’s 
what she did. It’s who she is.  
It’s why she’ll be graduating 
magna cum laude with a
degree in political science, 
intern experience on Capitol 
Hill and student government, 
mentoring and financial 
management roles on campus 
and beyond, and more. 

It’s all purpose driven. Olimpia 
is planning a career in politics 
and fiscal policy, allowing her 

As. It was a promise she kept by putting 
in the effort needed to form good habits. 

“It’s not about being academically 
gifted,” Olimpia explains. “It’s about 
being persistent, consistent, 
determined, and prepared.” 

Olimpia believes her OSS education 
has kept her “ahead of the curve” – 
even among her high-achieving college 
peers. She thinks the small class size 
and creative curriculum were key to 
her academic success. But she believes 
something else she gained here is what 
really sets her apart. “When you have 
soft skills like empathy and compassion, 
you can relate to people; they open up 
more easily. And when that happens, 
everything works out so much better!”

“It’s not about being 
academically gifted,” 

Olimpia explains. “It’s about 
being persistent, consistent, 
determined, and prepared.”

Not only is Sariah a part of the OSS family – her whole family 
is too! Sister Johnna ’15 graduated a year before Sariah. 

Cousin Jaianne ’11 is a member of the first graduating class. 
Then there’s cousin Jordan ’15, and Sariah’s niece who will be 
OSS-ready in two years. “She may not know it yet, but she’s 

going to OSS too,” laughs Sariah.

EXCELLENCE IN ACTION Spelman College in Atlanta is considered the nation’s number one Historically Black College and University, and is ranked among the top 50 
liberal arts colleges by U.S. News & World Report. One of the most selective women’s colleges in the nation, alumni  include Stacey Abrams, 

Marian Wright Edelman, Alice Walker and — as we proudly profile here — two OSS graduates on track to earn their degrees in 2024.

to direct and steward investment in 
communities with few resources yet 
lots of potential. First, though, Olimpia 
wants a career in finance. “I’ve seen 
how financial struggles can limit people 
and hinder success. I want to know how 
to build wealth, and maintain it, so my 
children don’t have that struggle.” It’s a 
goal that Olimpia holds alongside her 
appreciation for the struggle itself. “It 
makes you resilient and resourceful,” 
she says. “You own what you achieve.”

Olimpia recalls seventh grade at OSS as 
a turning point. “That’s the year I started 
focusing on being my best,” she says, 
remembering the promise she made to 
herself, for herself, that she’d get straight 

After graduating in the spring, Sariah will 
head back to Colorado to work again 

for the University, this time in a full-time 
research position. And then, as Sariah 
has planned all along, she’ll enter
medical school. 

Sariah says the culture of excellence she 
has experienced at Spelman reminds her 
very much of her years at OSS. “I’m so 

grateful to Our Sisters’ School. It really 
gave me the foundation of who I am 
today. It is where I found myself. I feel 
like that’s where I gained my confidence: 
confidence in my schoolwork and con-
fidence as a person. Wherever I go now, 
I take that with me.”

Left to right: Mariah ’16, Lesley ’19, Amelia ’18, and Sariah ’16 (in 8th grade)

Olimpia in 6th grade at OSS



frustration is an important part of the 
learning experience. “A lot of adults don’t 
know how to manage frustration!” she 
observes. 

She teaches students to break big 
problems down into small steps. Each 
time students get stuck at one stage or 
another, she asks them, “How do you get 
past this part of being frustrated? How 
can you work through the emotions that 
you feel when you’re frustrated because 
you’re also feeling sad or not smart 
enough?” She calls this process 
“productive struggle.” 
 
Katelyn encourages her students to think 
of all the things they could try before 
they ask for her help. This is part of her 
strategy. “You don’t have a teacher for 
life,” she advises them. “But there are 
people who know things.” Knowing how 
to seek out those people and resources 
is part of the process.
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Katelyn Rapoza
T E A C H E R

Everyone has a Math Brain!

Katelyn Rapoza joined Our Sisters’ 
School in 2013. She teaches seventh- 
and eighth-grade math and is head of 
the math department. She is also the 
Student Council Co-Advisor. 
 
“There are so many different ways to 
make math accessible,” says teacher 
Katelyn Rapoza. “I use my relationships 
with the kids to help them explore and 
understand the idea that everyone has a 
math brain. I try to show them that I truly 
believe in them.”

Katelyn teaches the same students for 
both seventh and eighth grade, provid-
ing continuity as they build skills over 
a long period of time. She starts with 
low stakes at the beginning of seventh 

Serge Moniz P’19
P A R E N T,  T R U S T E E 

Serge Moniz came to New Bedford 
from Senegal at just three years old. In 
1998 he graduated from Greater New 
Bedford Regional Vocational Technical 
High School, returning a decade later as 
a teacher. Last summer, he also became 
head coach of the girls’ basketball team.

A father of four, Serge first became 
involved with OSS when his daughter 
began attending school here. Paige ’19 is 
now a freshman at Elmhurst University 
studying psychology. Serge has remained 
active at OSS, now serving as a trustee 

Gale Beaton
V O L U N T E E R

When Gale Beaton’s children were 
young, she shifted from working in 
public health to school nursing as a 
way to balance work and parenting 
responsibilities. After retiring from 
Wellesley Middle School, Gale and her 
husband Tom returned to her Dartmouth 
roots. Here, her passion for service and 
staying active quickly led her to begin 
volunteering with local organizations 
like the Association for the Relief of 
Aged Women, where her mother had 
volunteered when Gale was young.

In 2016, after a chance encounter with 
OSS Head of School Sarah Herman,  
Gale became our school nurse consul-
tant. Right away, her superb organiza- 
tional skills shone as Gale established 
essential systems for student health. 
During the exceptionally challenging 
pandemic years, Gale was invaluable as 
we developed strategies and plans for 
in-person learning, reopening, communi-
cating the protocol and procedures with 
families, and monitoring contact cases.

And that’s not all! Every week, Gale also 
tutors our students in math. She wants to 
help them develop a strong foundation 
for meeting the challenges of high school 
and beyond. Gale says that OSS, with 
its focus on joyful learning and hands-on 
experiences, truly equips students to 
navigate the real world.

We are very grateful for Nurse Gale 
whose work and dedication to our 
students and the School genuinely
benefit the well-being of the entire 
OSS community.

on our board. He is also co-president 
of the Greater New Bedford Educators 
Union and a representative to the 
Massachusetts Teachers Association.

Serge plays many roles, yet some 
common threads underlie them all. He 
has a deep commitment to serving the 
youth of his community. He is a strong 
believer in the importance of a good 
education. And he has an equally strong 
belief in what students can achieve, 
especially when they’re encouraged 
and challenged. 

These threads quickly connected Serge 
to OSS, which he describes as helping 
to “make our city a great place to be.” 
Though he never doubted Paige’s ability 
and drive, Serge believes OSS “sped 
her progress” by providing a quality 
educational foundation, and keeping her 
motivated and challenged. He also values 
the way OSS engages parents in their 
children’s education.

There’s another unifying thread that 
ties together Serge’s work as a parent, 
teacher, coach, community leader, and 
OSS advocate. “It’s all about helping kids 
go beyond what they think is possible,” 
he says.

grade, presenting problems 
that may take an entire class 
period – or longer – to solve, but 
that won’t be reflected in their 
grades. “We’re going to solve a 
problem,” she tells them, “and 
it’s going to be really hard, and 
it’s going to require you to use a 
lot of resources and to ask your 
peers for help.” 
 
Solving these complex problems 
can be frustrating for students. 
But Katelyn firmly believes that 
modeling ways to cope with 

She wants her students to feel confident 
in their ability to solve math problems, 
and to view acquiring math skills as a 
process that anyone can successfully 
adopt. Katelyn likes to help them see 
where their strengths lie, and that “there 
are lots of different topics and entry 
points in math. Just because one thing 
is tripping you up and frustrating you 
doesn’t mean you don’t know math.” 

“No other school I know offers these kinds of classes to share your voice and say what’s on your mind.” 

Sophia ’23

Above all, Katelyn’s hope is “that they 
always keep the door open and feel okay 
about not knowing.” She wants students 
to understand that learning is a lifelong 
process, and the result is valuable: 
“Even if this is hard, I can build the 
skills to do it.”

Katelyn with Karla ’18

Katelyn with Rayn ’21



Board of Trustees
Advancement Committee
Advisory Council
Executive Committee
Finance Committee
Governance Committee

Susan Abdow
Alex Abu-Raya ’22
Amelia Albanese ’18
Caroline Allen
Alani Almeida ’20
Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel Alvord
Cecelia Armstrong
Christine Ash
Talbot Baker Jr.
Kim Bancroft & Adam Graves
Gillian Barnard
Whitt Barnard
Laurie & David Barrett
Christina Bascom
Gale Beaton
Pamela Beck
Suzanne Bellanger
Mary Berg
Mary Jean Blasdale
Kyleah Bodden ’21
Carol Bonnar
Alison Coolidge Boreiko & 
 Tom Boreiko 
Molly Brenner
Camilla Brooks
Katherine Burdon
Virginia Canfield
Rachel Charrier
Suzanne Church
Lesley Cisneros ’19
Aaliyah Colon ’11
Jane Coolidge

Nancy & David Corkery
Cali Correia ’18
Linda Cosme
Leishla Cotto
Lindsay Craig
Laurie Curtis
Kate Dabney
Joan Dalton
Jonell Daniels P’19
Summer Daniels ’19
Patricia DeAngelis
Joan DeCollibus & Douglas Balder
Abra Degbor
Anne Donnellon
Dana Dornbusch
Nancy Edwards
Janet Egan
Ava Faria ’16
Andre Faucher
Angie Fenton P’11, ’17
Linda & Peter Fenton
Lainie Fermino ’18
Barbara Ferri
Alice & Jon Flint
Isabelle Fonseca ’17
Kianna Fonseca ’13
Livia Fonseca
Stewart Forbes
Gail Fortes
Kim Francis
Jill French
Genesis Galan
Carolina Ganci
Mark Goulding*
Rayana Grace
Candace Hall
Michelle Henderson
Bunny Hickey
Cela Hobbs
Linda Hobbs

Tucker Hood
Merita Hopkins
Felicity Hoyt
Helena DaSilva Hughes
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes
Elizabeth Huidekoper
Mary Hunsche
Anthony Jaccaci
Donna Jeffers
Hope & David Jeffrey
Azia Johnson
Maria Kadison
Elizabeth Kellogg
Marion Kimball
Jayne & John Korn
Deborah Kovacs
Carol Kozma
Nancy Kurtz
Beth Ladd
Jordan Lambdin
John Lavender
Betsy Lawrence
Téa Leoni
Jenna Lewis ’18
Rachel Lewis
Pamela Lisiewicz
Per Lofberg
Andrew Lougee
Kerry Lynch
Khepe-Ra Maat-Het-Heru
Ann Maguire
Jean Maguire
Lucinda Martin
Thania Martinez ’17
Joseph McDonough
Margaret McGetrick
Erin McHugh
Kelli McSweeny
Elizabeth Mello
Dina Melo
Kristen Mendes P’17, ’22
Serge Moniz P’19
Gert Montour
Drea Moore
Faith Morningstar
Teresa Mozaz

Demi Muyuela
Angela Natho
Joan O’Brien
Lanah Oliveira ’21
Nancy Osborn
Celeste Penney
Christina Pennoyer
Susan & Dan Perry
Allyn Phelps 
Eve Pierce
Ella Poe ’19
Jeff Pontiff
Dave Prentiss
William Prescott
Ute Prevost
Patricia Renzi
Jane Reynolds & Russell Weigel
Debby Robbins
Cathy Roberts
Kate Schmitt
Frances & Bruce Severance
Ann Silva
Janaye Silva ’19

Joyce Silva
Alexis Simpkin ’20
Bernadette Souza
Margot Stone
June Strunk
Martha Sullivan
Marjorie & Donald Swift
Angie Tavares P’14, ’17, ’20
Lyla Tavares ’20
Maya Tavares ’14
Nadia Tavares ’17
Terri Taylor
Christina Turner
Young Un
Marion Wainer
Janice Wang ’20
Betty Watson
Sylvia Westphal
Deborah Williams
Nanci Winterhalter
Pamela Winterhalter
Marcy Wintrub
Victoria Wood

Christina Bascom
Mary Berg
The Bockstoce Family
Cathryn Brower
Janet & David Buehler
Joseph Connolly
Cali Correia ’18
Jonell & John Daniels P’19
Anne Donnellon & Ed Ottensmeyer
Susan Drayton
Nancy & James Edwards
Eeboo
First Citizens’ Federal Credit Union
Garden Club of Buzzards Bay
Susan Goldsmith & Nelson 
 Hockert-Lotz
Isabel Rosanne Gougola
Georgie & Mark* Goulding
Greater New Bedford Garden Club
Jennifer Hall
Harvey Family Fund

Cathleen & Donald Hood
Elizabeth Huidekoper
Frances & William Keene
Linda Mae Kristofik
Kurtz Family Fund
Pamela & John Lisiewicz
Max Warburg Courage Curriculum
Lisa & Andrew Mellgard
Kristen Mendes P’17, ’22 & 
 Brian Gitlin
Gert Montour
Sandi Montour
Teresa Mozaz
Naval Undersea Warfare Center  
 (Newport Division)
New Bedford Whaling Museum
The Ojuri Family
Anne Patacao, Cameron Michael  
 Angel Fund
Susan & Dan Perry
Eleanor & Dick Phillips

Willie Pleasants
Suzanne* & William Prescott
Deborah Roher
Beverly Schuch
Daniela Sever & Radek Fooksa
Korina & Ken Short
Ann Silva
Tabor Academy
Richard Tabors
Terrill Taylor
Betty & David Watson
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center

Volunteers
Thank you to our dedicated volunteers and our students’ 
families for the gift of your valuable time and efforts. 

Gifts-in-Kind
OSS is grateful for the many forms of donations that help 
support our students and the School. 

Community 
Partners
Better Community Living
Brantwood Camp
Bridgewater State University (CASE)
Buttonwood Park Zoological Society
Carabiner’s Climbing & Fitness
Community Boating Center
Dartmouth Cultural Council
DATMA (Massachusetts Design, Art,  
 and Technology Institute)
Dedee Shattuck Gallery
Drop-In Coalition
EforAll
First Book/Ashoka 
FIRST LEGO League
GiftsToGive
Greater New Bedford Youth   
 Alliance
Mass Escape
Massachusetts Marine Educators
MassCue 
MassHire

M.O. Life Food Pantry
Mountain Film Festival
Naval Undersea Warfare Center   
 (Newport Division)
New Bedford Creative
New Bedford Festival Theater
New Bedford Fishing Heritage
 Center
New Bedford Research & Robotics 
New Bedford Symphony
New Bedford Whaling Museum 
New Bedford Whaling National   
 Historical Park 
New England Foundation for
 the Arts
Rotch-Jones-Duff House &
  Garden Museum
Round the Bend Farm
Sensata Technologies, Inc.
Tech Teacher Travel
ThinkGive
Tifereth Israel Synagogue
UMass Dartmouth Electrical    
 & Computer Engineering
  & Cybersecurity Center
UMass Dartmouth Kaput & 
 Leduc Centers
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Women’s Alliance of Southeastern MA 
Woods Hole Oceanographic
YMCA Southcoast – Sharing the   
 Harvest Community Farm
Youth Opportunities Unlimited
YWCA Southeastern MA
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center
Zephyr Educational Foundation
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“Our school challenges us 
A LOT! But I feel like it really 
just prepared me for what’s 

coming ahead like high
school and college.” 

Layla ’23

Rana ’26  Left to right: Mr. Spencer, Arabella ’26, Ms. Pires ’12 Zoe ’26



Thank You
for generously supporting
our students and OSS.

July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 

Anonymous (26)
13 Striper Club
Thomas Abe
The Acebes Family
Addis Alemtsehay Ackah & 
 Samuel Ackah
Acushnet Foundation Fund
 SouthCoast Community   
 Foundation
Marilyn Adams
Agricultural Capital Management
Mary Lee & Peter Aldrich
Ann & Charles* Alexander
Stephanie Altrui
Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel Alvord
Sara & Seth Alvord
Anchor Capital Advisors
Geneva Anthony
Rosanne & Peter Aresty
Cecelia & Richard Armstrong
Patricia & Christopher Arnold
Elisabeth Arruda & Sean McMills
Susan Ashworth
Elizabeth Atwood & Claude Noiseux
Avery Dennison
Araceli Avilez & Sergio Elias   
 Cisneros
Talbot Baker Jr.
Deborah & Benjamin* Baker, 
 Enable Hope Foundation 
Margot Balboni
The Bancroft Family Foundation
BankFive
Ellen Barber-Morse & Weld Morse
Sallie & Stephen Barker
Maria & Witt Barlow
Gillian & Duncan Barnard
Susan & Samuel Barnard
Kyla Barrett & Theodore Swetnam
Laurie & David Barrett

Holly & Dana Barrows
Christina Bascom
Mr. & Mrs. Wael Bayazid
BayCoast Bank
Heather Beargeon & Shaquille  
 Mendes
Gale & Tom Beaton
Dora Beatty & Peter Macdonald
Jacqueline & John Beauregard
Pamela & Robert Beck
Amy & David Beckwith
Margaret & Richard Beers
Joanna Bennett
Paula & Peter Bentinck-Smith
DeeDee Bentley
Mary Berg
Pamela & Ricardo Bermudez
The Bilezikian Family Foundation
Mary Jean & William Blasdale
Alexis Bloom
The Bockstoce Family
Carol Bonnar
Linda & Willard Boothby
Alison Coolidge Boreiko & 
 Tom Boreiko
Boston Marine Society
Nannette & William Braucher
Jill Bresky
Brewer Banner Designs
Nancy & Charles Brex
Bristol County District Attorney
Bristol County Savings Bank
Bristol County Savings Charitable  
 Foundation
Deborah Brooke
Carol Brown
Carol & Charles Brown
Cassie Bruny
John Buck
Jane & Thomas Buffam
Laurie & John Bullard
Tia & Peter Bullard
The Bullerjahn Family Fund
Bernard Buonanno
Katherine Burdon
Katherine Burke
Jayne & Richard Burkhardt

Hilary & Philip Burling
Amy & Andrew Burnes
Elizabeth Burrows
Buzzards Bay Coalition
Anne & Gregory Buzzell
The Cahn Funds for Social Change
Pamela Scher Callahan
Yvonne Callahan
Lean Camara & Chad Brubaker
Suzanne Campion & Ray Carvey
Gaelen & Peter Canning
Carney Family Charitable 
 Foundation
Joan Carney
Martha & Paul Chamberlain
Michele & David Chambers
Katherine Chapman Stemberg,  
 Thomas G. Stemberg Charitable  
 Foundation
Xiu Lan Chen & Jin Fei Lin
Jocelyn Chin
Meg & Nick Christ
Leah Christian & Jeffrey Vilayvanh
CHT Foundation
Suzanne Church
Karen & Bruce Clarke
Kathy & Gregory Clear
Kristina Coelho & Xavier Cardona 
Cirstyn Cohen
Brittany Coker & Angel Rodriguez
Commonwealth of Massachusetts -  
 DESE
Congregational Church of South  
 Dartmouth
Gary Connolly
Joseph Connolly
Sharon Connors
Sheila Powers Converse
Mary & Sackett* Cook
Deborah Coolidge & Harvey
 Goldman
Jane Coolidge
Lindsay & Charles Coolidge
Geraldine & Harold Cooper
Mary & Allyn Copp
Julie Cordonnier
Corita Charitable Trust

Nancy & David Corkery
Amber Cote
Sandra & Christopher Coughlin
Elizabeth Coxe & David Forney
Diane Cramphin
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Manuela Cuin Tzoc
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Edith Forrester
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Debra Gayle & Michael Malone
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Ann & John Hall Family Fund
Tracy & Sam Hallenbeck
Judith Halpern & Robert Riordan
Jocelin Hamblett

Sandra & Devens Hamlen
Teresa Hamm
Priscilla & Robert Hanafee
Ashley Hancock & Justin Laurianno
Margot Hand & Robert Anderson
Yvonne Hao & Mark Wu
HarborOne Foundation
Patricia Harrington
Harris Mathews Charitable
  Foundation
Helena & Kenneth Hartnett
Harvey Family Fund
Roland Harvey
Corbin Harwood
Carla & Stephen Hatfield
The Hausladen Family
Hawthorn Medical Associates
MaryAnn Hayes
Jennifer Heald
Susan Heide
Anne & Jerome Heller
Bayard Henry
Judith & Ted Herlihy
Penny & Michael Herlihy
Laura & Tom Herman
Melissa Herman
Peter Herman
Richard Herman
Sarah Herman
David Hermann
Christine Hewes & William Tanski
Sandra & William* Hewitt
The Hickey Family
Lucile & William Hicks
Ann Higgins
Mary & Prentiss Higgins
Julie & Jordan Hitch
Cela & Matthew Hobbs
Helen Hobbs
Linda & Franklin Hobbs
Maddy Hobbs & Andrew Alspaugh
Honeybee Charitable Gift Fund
Merita Hopkins & James Ring
Laurie & George Host
Barbara & Amos Hostetter
Howard Gilman Foundation 
Leslie & Jack Howard

Shanna Howell
Bess & Jim Hughes
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes
Heidi & Arthur Huguley
Elizabeth Huidekoper
Barbara & Peter Humphrey
Mary Hunsche & Cynthia Cummings
Imtra Corporation
Diane & David Insley
Rosa Brito De Isaac 
Island Foundation
Susanna Jacobus
Donna Jeffers & Robert Hampson
Jeffrey Family Fund, Community  
 Foundation of NJ
Ann Jenkins & Bart Bussink
Judith Jenkins
Wendy & Kenneth Joblon
Nancy Johnson & Alan Minard
Louisa Gebelein Jones & 
 Jeremiah Jones
Pamela & Kevern Joyce
Maria Kadison
Mary & Peter Kavanaugh
Lisa Kean
Ann & Thomas Keary
Martha & Michael Keating 
Anna & Steve Keegan
Frances & William Keene
Bicky & Nick Kelley
Elizabeth & Morris Kellogg, J. C.  
 Kellogg Foundation Fund
Lilian Kemp & David Marks
Karen & Kevin Kennedy Foundation
Margaret & Eugene Kennedy
Priscilla & William Kennedy
Pam Kerschner & Russell 
 Macausland
Julia & Stephen Kiechel
Marion Kimball
Nancy Kimmett
Trudy Kingery
Peter Knight
Leslie & Bourne Knowles
Leslie Kobrin
Sonia Kobrin
Jayne & John Korn

Deborah Kovacs & Nicholas Sullivan
Sabina Kozak
Carol Kozma
Jill Kremins
Kurtz Family Fund
Elizabeth & Robert Ladd
Lidia Diaz Lara
Sasha Lauterbach & Peter Sturges
Carrie & Duncan Law
Betsy Lawrence
Joan Lawrence
Patricia Lawrence
Joanne Leary
Barbara LeBlanc & Bob Unger
Carlene LeBlanc
Pam & John Lees
Sally & Michael Lemelin
Leonard & Hilda Kaplan Charitable  
 Foundation
Madeline Leone & John 
 Mastrobattista
Frances Levin
Judith & Jay* Light
Solange Lima-Soares
Carol & Bob Lincoln
Elizabeth Lindsay
Ashlee Linhares
Pamela & John Lisiewicz
Jadine Loo-Dixon
Laura Lopes
Sandra Lopes
Tasia Lopes
Jill Lowe
Anne & Richard* Lucas
Emily & Peter Luchetti
Ludes Family Foundation
Judith Lund
Kerry Lynch & Dean Slocum
MaryBeth & David MacBain
Ann & Lloyd Macdonald
Magdalin & Robert MacGregor
Jane Mackey
Abigail & Michael Magni
Jean Maguire
Sidy Maiga
Karen & Christopher Main
William Makris & Douglas Reed
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 Patterson Jr.
Heidi & Ralph Derbyshire
Tommie & Jack Desmond
Christina DeSouza & Robert Mendes
Angel Diaz
Carol DiFalco
Anne Donnellon & Ed Ottensmeyer
Pam Donnelly & Timothy Mahoney
Dana Dornbusch & Walter Piescik
Gaylynne DosSantos
Despina Doulos-Ayers
Carolyn & Thomas Drew
Sarah & William Ducas
Rachel Dzengelewski
Eastern Charitable Foundation 
Nancy & James Edwards
Janet Egan & Tim Schaefer
Louise & Mike Elefante
Kelly Engels
The Eugenio Family
Elizabeth & Frederic Eustis
Nini Evans & Terry Freiberg
Pamela & John Evans
Cynthia & John Everets
Annette Ewing
Betsy Fallon & Michael Waters

Amaya Faria ’14
Ava Faria ’16
Helga Faulenbach
Kathleen & James Feeney
Angelina Fenton
Linda & Peter Fenton
Nancy Fenton

Louise & Daniel Gallagher
Charlotte Price
Kristie & Chris Garcia
Garden Club of Buzzards Bay
Dorothy & Seth Garfield
Frederick Garfield
Natalie & John Garfield

“From the beginning, since I 
came to OSS, I knew it was 

special and I had to take 
advantage of what this 
school would offer me.”  

Daishaly ’23

Left to right: Kaylee ’27, Zahra ’27 and Kylin ’27



“...I learned that if I can make 
even just a small amount of 
personal growth in a week, 

I could make a lot of growth 
in four years. From there I 

set off on my OSS journey, to 
become the best version of 

myself I could be.”   

Hannah ’23

Christina Mancebo-Torres & Richard  
 Francois Petit
Gayle Mandle
Carol Marini
Janet Markel 
Ann Martell-Paschal
Jane Martell
Martha Briggs Educational Club, Inc. 
Beth & Carmine Martignetti
Lucinda Martin
Johana Martinez
Mass. Department of Elementary &  
 Secondary Education 
Massachusetts Audubon Society
Massachusetts Cultural Council
Maurice & Anne Makepeace 
 Family Foundation
Anne & Brem Mayer
Holly & Joseph McDonough
Anne McElroy
Freddy & Alex McFerran
Margaret McGetrick
McKinstry Charitable Foundation
Betsy & Wallace McMeel
Pam & George McNamara
Kathleen McQuiggan 
Kelli McSweeny
Margaret McSweeny & Davis
  Sanford
Susan Eldredge Mead
Sasha Medeiros
Justine Medina
Kathleen & Stephen Meeker
Loretta & Edmund Melhado, The  
 New York Community Trust-James  
 Talcott Fund
Katherine & Charles Mello
John Menzel
Elizabeth Micheels & David Tobias
Louise Midwood
Rose & Frederick Miller
Dora & Trip Millikin
Serge Moniz
Helen Burke Montague 
The Monteiro-Pacheco Family
Paula Monteiro
Donna & James Moody

Lucy & Ward Mooney 
Lea Morgan
Mayo & Daniel Morgan 
Betty Morningstar & Jeanette Kruger
Faith & Richard Morningstar
Beth & Steve Morris
Susan Morse
Kye Mosca
Teresa Mozaz
Cricket & Brian Mullaney
Elizabeth & Keith Murphy
Julie & John Murphy
Yvonne & Tom Murphy
Betts Howes Murray &  
 Wisner Murray
Taryn Nanfelt
Joseph Napoli
Bernadette & Michael Nelson
Laura & James Nelson
New Bedford Day Nursery Fund
New Bedford Economic 
 Development Council 
Newman’s Own Foundation
Diana & Peter Nicholson
Sharon Nolan & Jim Rosenfeld
Anne Noonan & James Rathmann
Nunes & Charrier LLC 
Mary Louise Nunes 
Mrs. Jonathan O’Brien
Bobbie & Chip O’Hare
OSS Class of 2023
OSS Class of 2024
OSS Class of 2025
OSS Class of 2026
Carolyn Osteen
Linda & Lou Othote
Oxford Creamery
Regina Haley Pakradooni
Mileni Palacios
Margaret Palmer
Jill & Thomas Pappas
Alex Paquette 
Thomas H. and Letitia Landry Parker  
 Charitable Fund
Margaret Parker
Mary Parker & Damon Smith
Ann Parson

Heather Parsons & Andy Kotsatos
Sandria Parsons
Partners Village Store
Lee & David Patterson
Vinicius Peixoto
Celeste Penney 
Christina Pennoyer
Tracy Pennoyer & John Auchincloss
Robert Pennoyer*
Richard Perkins
Ann & Wynn Perlick
Betsy & Richard Perry
Justina Perry
Susan & Dan Perry
Jane & Eric Philippi
Donna Phillips
Eleanor & Dick Phillips
Eve & Leo Pierce
Cynthia Pilskaln
Larissa Pina
Pine Haven Investment Counsel
Kate & Hendon Pingeon
Emily & John Pinheiro
Willie Pleasants
Bonnie Baker Pohlig
Victoria Pope & Joel Brenner
Alexis & William Popik
Mimi Powell
The Pratt Family
David Prentiss
Suzanne* & William Prescott
Ute & Patrick Prevost
Gigi & David Priebe
Lisa & Ben Procter
Progress Software Corporation
Jennifer & Lewis Prouty 
Regina Purtell
Cynthia & Jerry Pyle
Karen Quigley & Russell Hensel
Sara & Christopher Quintal
Petra Radetic Baric & Dino Šrekais
Farishta Rahmany & Syed Shah
Karissa Raposa
Katelyn Rapoza
Kenneth Rapoza
Whitney Ray-Dawson &  
 Channing Dawson

Cynthia Redel & Michael Esposito
Felix Rentschler
Barbara & Frank Resnek
Sally Reyering & Chris Baldwin
Jane Reynolds & Russell Weigel
Angelica Ribeiro & Paulo Demelo
Genie & Donald Rice
Richard & Ann J. Prouty Foundation
Anne & James Righter
Sonia & Mark Riley
Diane Ring
Elaine Rivera-Ortiz 
Juana Rivera
Debby Robbins
Robert F. Stoico/FIRSTFED  
 Charitable Foundation
Catherine & Henry Roberts
The Roberts Family Charitable Trust
Nancy & Carl Rockermann
Linda & Hays Rockwell
Hollie & Nelson Rodrigues
Jackeline Rodriguez
Susie Rogers & Whitt Barnard
Joan & Richard Roller
Emely Romero & Rayvn Miranda
Alice Root
Gale Runnells
Amanda Sabol
Paula & Jeremy Sager
Kathleen & Ed Saltmarsh
Amy Sanders
Sangha New Bedford
Blanca Santiago
Desaree Sanchez Santiago
Koreen Santos
Susan Sargent & Tom Peters
Paul Saros & Joel Maxwell
Christopher Schlesinger
Susan Schlesinger & Rick Guidelli
Christine Shapleigh Schmid &  
 Paul Schmid
Margot & Mark Schmid
Gale Schultz
Mary Schwartz
Arnold Scott
Krista & Roger Scoville
Sea Breeze Foundation

Sensata Employee Giving
Sensata Technologies Foundation
Katie & Nicholas Sever
Frances & Bruce Severance
Joan Shafran & Rob Haimes
Gilbert Shapiro
Dedee & William Shattuck
Plimpton Shattuck Fund 
Molly & William Sherden
Anne & Harry Shoemaker
Korina & Ken Short
Tom Short
Kerry Shortle & Bill Straus
Ann Silva
Valarie & Jason Silva
Rebecca Silver
Louis Silverstein Family Fund, South- 
 Coast Community Foundation
Jeanne & Peter Simko
Sloan & Hardwick Simmons
Elizabeth Sittenfeld
Bethany Smith
Southcoast Health Network
Southcoast Storage Depot 
Bernadette Souza
Pamela Spatz
Genevieve & Steven Spiegel
John Spooner
Deborah & John Spring
St. Aidan’s Chapel
St. Anne’s Credit Union
Andrea & William Stanley
Robert J. & Bonnie M. Stapleton  
 Fund
Star Kids Scholarship Program
 New Bedford
Susan & Theodore Stebbins
Alan Steinert
Isabelle Stillger & Scott Chappel
Trina & Newcomb Stillwell
Catherine Stone
Lisa & Gregg Stone
Margot Stone
Tim Stone
Sherryl & Ernest Stonebraker
Janet Stout
Mary & Christopher Strasser

Edward Stropp Jr. 
June Strunk
Martha & Michael Sullivan
Beverly Sutton
Lorene Sweeney
Marjorie & Donald Swift
Cristen & David Tabors
Richard Tabors
Taunton Federal Credit Union
Jacqueline Tavares
Jeanne Tavares
Carol Taylor & John Deknatel
Kate & Ben Taylor
Stephen Taylor
Terry Thoman
Thomas A. Rodgers Jr. Family
 Foundation
Joan Thompson
Pamela & Renke Thye
Tifereth Israel Congregation
Joan & Ed Tiffany
Stacey & Clayton Timas
Mary Tomlinson
Cristina Torruella & David Pingal
Sharon Torruella
TownWearTM by BER
Blair & Clifford Tracy
Roberta & Roger Trahan
Travelers Insurance
Marlaina Trepanier
Dawn Tripp
Pamela Trippe
Mrs. H. A. Trumbull*
Christina Turner
Young Un
Joan Underwood
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Madhukar Vable
Anna van Heeckeren &
 Edward Baker
Van Sloun Foundation
Neil Van Sloun*
Angela Vasconcellos
Manisha Velez
Carlene Ventura
Liz & Geoff Verney
Nicole Vieira

Vineyard Wind
Noelle Vitt
Priscilla Wade
Annick & Eliot Wadsworth
Charlotte & Herbert Wagner
The Wagner Family, Weatherlow  
 Foundation
Marion & Henry Wainer
Marjorie Waite & Neal Weiss
Ellen & Laurence Walsh
Anna Waring
Elizabeth Waring
Mallory & John Waterman
Susan & Keith Watson, Alfred 
 Watson Family Foundation
Elizabeth & Robert Wax
Webster Bank
Nicholas Weigel
Morgan Westine
Sylvia & Christoph Westphal
The Westporter Catering
Marilyn Whalley & Christopher  
 Makepeace
Frankie Whelan
Anna Whitcomb
Anne & Alexander White
Elizabeth White
Katherine & Chris White
William C. Bullitt Foundation
William E. Schrafft & Bertha E.  
 Schrafft Charitable Trust
Anne Williams & Kevin Mohan
Deborah Williams 
John Willoughby
Nanci & John Winterhalter
Pamela & Edward Winterhalter
Marcy Wintrub & Duane Barton
Ariana Wohl
Women’s Foundation of Boston
Allison & George Wood
Margaret Wool & Vincent Mor
Abby & John Yozell 
Mary Zane
Zeiterion Performing Arts Center
Virginia & Peter Ziobro

Peter Berg Fund
This memorial fund was established 
by Peter’s family, friends and class-
mates to honor his commitment and 
interest in supporting OSS students 
and graduates.

Lisa & John Batter
Whitney Beals
Rhea Brooks 
Suzan & Christopher Burns
Suzanne Campion & Ray Carvey
Jennifer & Joe Gould
Carol & Bob Lincoln
Teza & Carter Lord
Mary Ellen & Frederick McCarthy
The Parrot Family 
Carolyn Spengler
Marjorie & Donald Swift
Stephanie & Richard Zimmerman

In Memory of 
Mark Goulding
Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel Alvord
Mary Berg
Richard Bradspies
Tobey Eugenio
Linda & Peter Fenton
Kim & Steve Gladstone
Tracy & Sam Hallenbeck
Sarah Herman
Betsy & Rusty Kellogg
Marion Kimball
Susan Knight & Evan Friedman
Carlene LeBlanc
Sally & Michael Lemelin
Kay Lindsay
Margaret McSweeny
Jane & John Quinn
Gail & Pete Richmond
Amy Sanders 
Lynn & John Seymour
Janice & Phil Sieg
Joseph Slomka
Margot Stone
Martha & Michael Sullivan
Marcy Wintrub & Duane Barton
Ariana Wohl

In Memory of 
Millie Perkins
Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel Alvord
Julie Cordonnier
Toni Gal
Dick Perkins
Anne & James Righter
Christine & Paul Schmid
Allison & George Wood

True North Legacy Society
OSS is deeply grateful to those who 
are remembering the School in their 
estate plans.

Lisa Schmid Alvord & Joel Alvord
Talbot Baker Jr.
Alison Coolidge Boreiko &
 Tom Boreiko
Laurie & Hal Curtis
Janet Egan
Linda & Peter Fenton
Bunny Garnick
Georgie Goulding
Sarah Herman
Donna Jeffers & Robert Hampson
Kurtz Family Fund
Betsy Lawrence
Martha & Michael Sullivan
Deborah Williams

* deceased

Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy of this report. 
Please accept our apologies and 
let us know of any errors at 
508.994.1255 or email 
ggoulding@oursistersschool.org.
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Taya ’26



Fiscal Year 2023
Financial Summary
We send our deep gratitude to all of our generous supporters. As a single-sex school in Massachusetts, OSS is not eligible for 
state funding or charter status. We rely solely on the support of our friends, our community, and grants from foundations and 
corporations. We continue to focus on investing in our people and programs, and ensuring the future security of our beloved 
school for our students.

FY 2023 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Pamela Beck
Mary Berg
Alison Coolidge Boreiko 
Angie Fenton
Alice Flint
Kim Francis
Rayana Grace
Merita Hopkins
Tony Jaccaci
Elizabeth Kellogg
Kerry Lynch, Co-president 
Per Lofberg
Joe McDonough
Serge Moniz P’19
Faith Morningstar
Jane Reynolds
Martha Sullivan, Co-president
Christina Turner
Young Un
Marcy Wintrub

STAFF
Sarah Herman, 
 Head of School 
Georgie Goulding,
 Director of Advancement
Cassie Bruny, 
 Graduate Support & Admissions   
 Associate 
Rachel Dzengelewski, 
 Assistant Director of Advancement
Jill Hachem, 
 Finance & Operations Assistant
Carlene LeBlanc, 
 Director of Finance & Operations
Jane McNeil-McKeag, 
 Archivist
Margaret McSweeny, 
 Advancement Associate 
 & Volunteer Coordinator
Justine Medina, 
 Dean of Teaching, Learning
 & Culture 
Amy Sanders,
 Director of Secondary School   
 Placement & Graduate Support
Blanca Santiago, 
 Office Administrator
Morgan Westine, 
 Counselor 

CLASSROOM
TEACHERS
Jocelyn Chin
Angel Diaz 
Carol DiFalco
Tobey Eugenio
Sabina Kozak
Kye Mosca 
Donna Phillips
Katelyn Rapoza
Jacqueline Tavares
Marlaina Trepanier

TEACHING 
FELLOW
Solange Lima-Soares ’17

TEACHING 
ASSISTANTS
Karen Main
Liz Sangiolo 
 
ADVISORY 
COUNCIL
Joel Alvord
Cecelia Armstrong
Christina Bascom
Mary Jean Blasdale
Suzanne Church
Jane Coolidge
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Our mission, as an independent, 
tuition-free, non-sectarian middle 
school, is to educate and inspire 

economically disadvantaged girls 
from the New Bedford area. 

Our Sisters’ School empowers 
students to step into the future with 

valuable life skills and a mindset 
of achievement and excellence 
by providing a safe, supportive 
and academically challenging 

environment.

Barbara Ferri
Stewart Forbes
Gail Fortes
Jill French
Bunny Hickey
Cela Hobbs
Linda Hobbs
Maryellen Sullivan Hughes
Donna Jeffers
Hope & David Jeffrey
Nancy Kurtz
Téa Leoni
Lucinda Martin
Margaret McGetrick
Joan O’Brien
Celeste Penney
Christina Pennoyer
Susan Perry
Eve Pierce
Jeff Pontiff
David Prentiss
Ute Prevost
Debby Robbins
Cathy Roberts
Bernadette Souza
Margot Stone
Marion Wainer
Sylvia Westphal

FY 2024 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Left to right: 
Seated: Martha Sullivan, Lisa Schmid Alvord (Founding Chair Emerita), 
Elizabeth Kellogg, Marcy Wintrub, William Prescott (Honorary Trustee), 
Rayana Grace

Standing: 
Serge Moniz P’19, Kerry Lynch, Alice Flint, Young Un, Jane Reynolds, 
Princess Bomba, Mary Berg, Cecelia Armstrong, Joe McDonough, 
Merita Hopkins, Tony Jaccaci

Not pictured: 
Alison Coolidge Boreiko, Hope Jeffrey, Per Lofberg, Faith Morningstar

*Includes volunteer services valued at $62,062

Note: unaudited figures; gifts to sustainability fund not included

Founding Chair Emerita: Lisa Schmid Alvord
Honorary Trustees: Talbot Baker Jr., Helena DaSilva Hughes, 
 Elizabeth Huidekoper, William Prescott

Marwa ’27

Operating Income  Operating Expenses

Gifts

“Throughout my years here, 
I’ve learned so many valuable 
skills, and OSS has helped me 

prepare for my next journey. 
I’m beyond grateful to have 
been given this opportunity 

for the past four years.”  

Aden ’23
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WHY “OUR SISTERS”?
Our school’s name honors the bravery of the women 
known as “sister sailors” who boldly headed out to sea 
from New Bedford’s harbor during the city’s whaling 
days. Like these women, OSS students courageously 
embark on a voyage in a challenging academic 
environment carefully crafted to support them as they 
discover and achieve their greatest potential, while 
finding true north on their moral compass.

SUPPORT THE OSS FUND
We are grateful for your generosity — you help make 
it possible for OSS girls to receive an extraordinary 
education and transformative opportunities. We will 
continue to stay true to our core values of Excellence, 
Community, Civic Engagement and Leadership. 
Thank you for joining us on this rewarding journey. To 
discuss how you can help OSS, please contact Georgie 
Goulding, Director of Advancement, at 508.994.1255 or 
ggoulding@oursistersschool.org.

PLANNING AHEAD WITH TRUE NORTH
Make a gift that will help secure OSS’s future and 
prepare our students to live lives of consequence. Join 
others in the True North Legacy Society by naming 
OSS as a beneficiary in your estate planning, while 
meeting your current financial and philanthropic goals 
with tax benefits. You will make a lasting contribution to 
educating students and nurturing human potential.

Photos provided by Virginia Sutherland, OSS students and staff.
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ANTI-RACISM STATEMENT
At Our Sisters’ School, we are committed to an inclusive 
and diverse community, dedicated to our core values 
of Excellence, Community, Civic Engagement, and 
Leadership. We condemn all forms of racism — individual, 
interpersonal, institutional, and systemic. We will be 
diligent in identifying, discussing, and challenging issues of 
race and ethnicity to ensure diversity, equity, and inclusion 
in all of our work, including student, staff, volunteer, and 
trustee recruitment, anti-racist curriculum development, 
and community engagement. We pledge to address any 
inequities we discover, using just and fair practices to 
yield a better understanding of ourselves and our school.
 
NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
Our Sisters’ School, Inc. admits girls as students to the 
School regardless of their race, color, national or ethnic 
origin, religion, creed, or sexual orientation. The School 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
or ethnic origin, religion, creed, or sexual orientation in 
administration of its educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarship programs, athletic and other school 
administered programs.
 
Our Sisters’ School, Inc. employs personnel of any race, 
color, national or ethnic origin, gender, gender identity, 
religion, creed, and sexual orientation to all the rights, 
privileges and activities generally accorded or made 
available to personnel at the School.

Sa’nai ’26 Sianna ’26, Vera ’26 

http://www.oursistersschool.org
mailto:ggoulding@oursistersschool.org

